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Banks of the Wabash On the Banks of the Wabash, a portrait of the American explorer and soldier Christopher Henry McCarty, was made in

1811, and is one of five known likenesses of McCarty. This image depicts him in a relaxed and unconstrained pose, and was documented by the
artist Samuel F. B. Morse. Oil on canvas, 66½" x 90" (166.25 cm x 229.5 cm), Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, D.C. History

Alonzo Chappelier, the brother of Edmund Pettus Chappelier, was born in Paris in 1777 and was a pupil of the French academic painter Jacques-
Louis David. In 1804 Chappelier accompanied Napoleon to Algeria, and returned the following year. He is said to have decorated and

chaperoned Napoleon throughout his campaigns and was one of his unofficial art advisors. Chappelier left Paris in 1810 and settled in St. Louis,
Missouri. He began painting portraits in 1810 for which he received a commission from Colonel John W. Williams, a friend and business

associate of his brother Edmund Pettus Chappelier, to do a portrait of Christopher Henry McCarty, the interpreter for the expedition of the
DeKalb-Tombigbee Indians. Edmund Pettus Chappelier had helped fund Christopher Henry McCarty's translation of the Cherokee language to
English. Samuel F. B. Morse was the engraver of the portrait as well as being the artist. He created a number of portraits for the Chappelier
family and was possibly commissioned by Samuel B. Morse for the portrait of Christopher Henry McCarty in 1811. Although he continued to

develop his career as an engraver, he never re-engraved the "On the Banks of the Wabash" portrait. The work is now owned by the
Smithsonian American Art Museum. See also On the Banks of the Wabash (1879 painting), a work by the American painter Samuel F. B. Morse

Morse's seascapes of the Gulf of Mexico, the Mississippi River and the Appalachians Morse's sketches of the Mississippi River, his watercolors of
the c6a93da74d
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