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Kirby s kindergarten art class is
complete. They had to build this big
wheel, and all the kids painted their
selves and their parents. | know you
cant tell, but Im a cracker. My
mama used to tell me there was no
black or white.For the last three
years, the Belt and Road Forum for
International Trade (BRFIT) has
been held in either Shanghai or
Beijing. But at this year’s
conference, the event has jumped
continents, and is being held in
Malaysia, a country in the heart of
the Asean region. BRFIT 2019
kicked off on Monday, and, unlike
the two other BRFITs, it is not just
about China’s trade and economic
relations with other countries.
Rather, the forum will also discuss
diplomatic issues, trade and
iInvestment, cultural cooperation,
and environmental protection. The
forum is also notable for having one
of the most impressive delegations,
including over 6,000 businesspeople
from more than 30 countries. But,
perhaps most interestingly, the
forum will also feature a delegation
from New Zealand, who will be

214



participating in the event for the
first time in history. For the time
being, the largest countries
represented in the forum are the
United States, Saudi Arabia, Russia,
India, Germany, Turkey, and the
United Kingdom. China’s economy
IS poised to surpass the US
economy sometime within the next
decade, and it continues to expand
its influence and power by
strengthening its diplomatic and
economic ties with other countries,
especially in the developing world.
“China is eager to learn from the
experiences of other countries. And
we will share insights with them, so
they can accelerate the
transformation of their economic
systems,” said Wang Shouwen, the
vice president of the forum.
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